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RECORDING SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Recording Secretary would respectfully report that, during 
the year ending November 30th, 1871, there have been elected 
thirty-five members and eight correspondents. 

The announcement has been made of the death of the following 
members and correspodents: — 

Four members, namely: Dr. Charles M. Wetherill, Benjamin 
Marshall, William P. Turnbull, Stephen Morris, Esq. 

Six correspondents, namely: Wilhelm Ritter von Haidinger, 
Prof. E. E. Adams, D.D., F. F. Cavada, Mr. J. J. Cohen, Prof. 
Constant Dumeril, Dr. John Edward Holbrook. 

The number of papers contributed and ordered to be printed 
in the Proceedings of the Academy during the year, has been 
nineteen, as follows: — 



Prof. L. B. Buckley 1 

Robert Ridgway 1 

Elliott Coues, M.D 2 

Prof. A. Newton 1 

Isaac Lea, LL.D 3 

T. Hale Streets 3 



Prof. F. B. Meek 3 

T. Meelian 1 

Edward D. Cope 3 

Prof. C. Thomas 1 

J. A. Ogden 1 

G. N. Lawrence 1 



Theodore D. Rand .... 1. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Samuel B. Howell, 

Recording Secretary 



REPORT OF RECORDER OF MICROSCOPICAL AND 
BIOLOGICAL SECTION. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Biological and Microscopical Section at the 
meeting held December 4th, 1871. 

" The Report of the Recorder being in order, it was called for, 
and after being read was, on motion of Dr. Tyson, adopted and 
directed to be transmitted to the Academy at its approaching 
annual meeting, as the Report of the Section," to wit : — 

In accordance with that regulation of the Section which requires 
the Recorder to lay before you a written report of the transac- 
tions during the year in our department, I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following summary of scientific labor acconfiDlished within 
the past twelve months ; and whilst it is incontestably true that 
1872.] part hi — 23 
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this exhibit cannot compare favorably with those of other like 
periods, it must, I think, be admitted that evidence is thereby 
afforded of an earnest determination to keep alive some interest 
in the study of microscopy. 

Valuable donations have been from time to time received from 
Dr. J. J.Woodward, of the Surgeon-General's Office, at Washing- 
ton, consisting of specimens of his admirable micro-photographs 
of histological preparations, test objects from the Diatomaceae, 
&c. &c. 

Among the more important contributions laid before the de- 
partment may be mentioned one from Dr. James Tyson, on a 
method of demonstrating the reversal of light and shade oc- 
curring in the red blood-corpuscles under microscopical examina- 
tion, which was subsequently printed in the Philadelphia Medical 
Times. One from Dr. J. H. McQuillen, upon a remarkable ex- 
ample of hypertrophy of the root of a tooth, the specimen being 
first exhibited to the members in its natural state, and its con. 
struction being afterwards demonstrated by carefully prepared 
and mounted sections. Another from the same gentleman on im- 
perfections in the enamel of teeth, producing microscopical fis- 
sures which constituted predisposing causes of caries, his remarks 
being published in the Medical Times and Dental Cosmos, and 
subsequently reprinted in the London Microscopical Journal. An 
interesting contribution (also illustrated by specimens) upon in- 
termittent hsematuria, from Dr. James Tyson, which likewise ap- 
peared in the Medical Times, and was republished by various 
medical periodicals. One from Dr. Tyson, on the existence of 
true Haversian canals in hypertrophied cementum. Communica- 
tions from Dr. Tyson and Dr. Richardson in regard to the use of 
acetate of potash solution as a preservative fluid for microscopical 
specimens, and one from the latter observer, on the Detection of 
Pulmonary Elastic Tissue in the Sputum of Phthisis. 

In conclusion, I would, unless we determine to abandon our 
efforts, respectfully urge upon my fellow-members the adoption 
of the proposed change in our existing arrangement for holding 
the meetings of the Department, in the hope that by reducing the 
frequency of our meetings the diminished number of earnest stu- 
dents of microscopy who remain will be able to present in rota, 
tion, according to a systematic plan, on each stated meeting, some 
written or oral communication, illustrated by specimens, which 
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may serve as a subject for discussion, and render the proceedings 
of sufficient value and interest to secure the general attendance of 
our own members as well as of other scientific men. 

Jos. Q. Richardson, Becorder. 



REPORTS OF THE CONCHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

RECORDER'S REPORT. 

The Recorder would respectfully report, that during the past 
year there have been elected three correspondents. 

The deaths of the following members and correspondents have 
been announced : Charles W. Peale, member, October 5th ; M. de 
la Saussaye, Bordeaux, correspondent, October 5th ; P. P. Cavada, 
Cuba. 

Twenty papers have been accepted for publication, by the fol- 
lowing authors: W. Harper Pease, 6; Wm. H. Dall, 4: Bland and 
Binney, 4 ; Geo. W. Tryon, Jr., 8 ; R. E. C. Stearns, 2 ; P. B. 
Meek, 1. 

Appended is a list of the correspondents elected during 1871. 
Respectfully submitted by 

S. R. Roberts, Becorder, 

Correspondents elected in 1871 : — 

February 2d. H. E. Van Rijgersma, St. Martins, West Indies. 

" " G. Nevill, Calcutta, India. 
April 6th. Hugh Nevill, Point de Galle, Ceylon. 



CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

To the Conchological Section of the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia : — 

The Corresponding Secretary would respectfully report that 
letters have been written as follows, viz. : — 

Feb. 3.— To Hugh Nevill, Galle, Ceylon. 

To Dr. H. E. Van Rijgersma, St. Martins, W. I. 

And letters have been received as follows, viz.: — 

March 14 — Prom Albany Hancock. 

March 20 — Prom H. E. Van Rijgersma. 

July 15.— From Dr. Fred'k Stolizka. 

Nov. 3 — From New York Lyceum of Natural History. 

Smithsonian Institution, four letters. 
1872.] 



